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 What are Common Core State Standards

 What is PARCC

 When is PARCC being given

 What accommodations will be made for students 
with a 504 Plan or an IEP

 What will ELA and Math questions look like

 How is PARCC infused into Instruction

 What technology skills will a student need

 What can parents do at home to reinforce 
learning



English Language Arts/Literacy (ELA)
Mathematics standards 

 43 States and Washington DC  have adopted the 
Common Core State Standards 

 Set of expectations (by grade level) for the 
knowledge and skills that students need to 
master to succeed in college and careers 

Standards are anchored in College and Career 
Readiness 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/


The Common Core State Standards define the 
rigorous skills and knowledge in English 
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics (Math) 
that need to be effectively taught and learned 
for students to be ready to succeed 
academically in credit-bearing, college-entry 
courses and in workforce training programs 



 Standards designed to be:
◦ Clear and specific 

◦ Teachable and learnable (e.g. reasonable in scope, 
instructionally manageable and promote depth of 
understanding)

◦ Measureable – student attainment of standards 
should be observable and verifiable

◦ Implemented grade by grade  – limited repetition 
across the grades to assist educators in aligning 
instruction to the standards

◦ Internationally benchmarked 



 English Language Arts/Literacy
◦ Balance of literature and informational texts; focus 

on text complexity

◦ Emphasis on argument, informative/explanatory 
writing and research

◦ Incorporation of speaking and listening skills

◦ Synthesis of Literacy standards with history, science 
and technical subjects



 Mathematics
◦ Emphasis on key topics at each grade level and 

coherent progression across grades

◦ Development of procedural fluency and 
understanding of concepts and skills

◦ Promotion of  rigor through mathematical 
proficiencies that foster reasoning and 
understanding across discipline

◦ Reorganization of High School standards by 
conceptual categories 



ELA/Literacy

Read sufficiently complex 

texts independently

Write effectively to sources

Build and present knowledge 

through research

Math

Solve problems: content and 

mathematical practice

Reason mathematically

Model real-world problems

Have fluency with 

mathematics



Assessments, aligned to the Common Core, 
will ensure that the standards are being 
implemented in every classroom.

Two assessments:  

PARCC 

Smarter Balanced



 PARCC and Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortiums received a combined $360 million 
from the Obama administration to develop new 
tests aligned to the Common Core state standards. 

 Beliefs:  
◦ These tests, which are more sophisticated than 

previous tests, would allow states to better assess 
student abilities

◦ These assessments would allow for cross-state 
comparisons of student performance 

◦ PARCC Developed by ETS and Distributed by 
Pearson



 Create a high-quality assessment

 Build a pathway to college and career 
readiness for all students 

 Support educators in the classroom

 Develop 21st century technology-based 
assessments

 Advance accountability at all levels

 Build an assessment that is sustainable and 
affordable





PARCC



The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) is a computer based assessment of 
Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy Skills.  
PARCC is designed to measure whether students are on track 
to be successful in college and careers. Additionally, it will 
measure if students are meeting the new common core 
standards. 

PARCC was designed to replace the NJASK in grades 3-8 in 
Language Arts and Mathematics and the HSPA in grade 11.  



-Given in March (Extended Tasks) -Given end of April –May 

-Tests Critical Thinking -Short  Answer Items

-Reading Comprehension -Reading Comprehension

-Writing in Response to Reading -Math: Short items that address both 

-Math Conceptual Understanding and Skills concepts and skills 

-Research Simulations

-Real World Applications 

Performance 
Based 

Assessment 

End-of-Year 
Assessment



Grade PBA 
Unit 1

PBA 
Unit 2

PBA 
Unit 3

EOY     
Unit 1

EOY 
Unit 2

3 ELA 75 
Minutes

75 
Minutes

60 
Minutes

75 
Minutes

-

3 Math 75 
Minutes 

75 
Minutes

- 75 
Minutes

75 
Minutes 

4-5 ELA 75 
Minutes

90 
Minutes

60 
Minutes 

75 
Minutes

-

4-5 Math 80 
Minutes

70 
Minutes

- 75 
Minutes

75 
Minutes 

6-8 ELA 75 
Minutes

90 
Minutes

60 
Minutes

60 
Minutes

60 
Minutes

6-8 Math 80 
Minutes

70 
Minutes

- 80 
Minutes

75 
Minutes



Features for 

All Students

Accessibility 

Features*

Accommodations** 

* Available to all participating 
students
**For students with disabilities, 
English learners, and English 
learners with disabilities



Accessibility Features for 
All Students

Accommodations 
(504/IEP)

 Audio amplification
 Blank paper
 Eliminate answer choices
 Flag items for review
 General directions clarified, read 

aloud or repeated
 Highlight
 Headphones
 Note pad
 Spell checker
 Writing tools
 Magnify
 Color contrast
 Time and a half

 Text to Speech
 Braille edition
 Closed captioning of 

multimedia passages
 Scribe or Speech to text
 Word prediction
 Calculation 

device/mathematical tools 
 Extended time
 Directions/reading passages 

read to student
 Paper and pencil edition



NJ ASK PARCC

 3 Levels 

◦ Partially Proficient

◦ Proficient

◦ Advanced Proficient

 Scale of 100-300

 Scores Received in Fall

 Ceiling Score (300)

 5 Levels (Scale of 1-5)

5 = Distinguished command of the knowledge 
skills and practices embodied by the CCSS 
assessed at their level 

4 = Strong Command

3 = Moderate Command

2 = Partial Command

1 = Minimal Command 

 PLDs (Performance Level Descriptors): Describe 
the skills, knowledge and practices a student 
who has achieved a particular performance 
level should be able to demonstrate. 

 In Year 1: Scores in Fall
 In  Year 2: Scores in June 

 Score beyond grade level









Literary Analysis Task (LAT):
*Note how each level builds on the next  - Compare and    

contrast elements “told” in fourth grade, “directed” in fifth 
grade  and implied in sixth grade. 



Grade 4: 

Identify a theme in “Just Like Home” and a theme in “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me”.  
Write an essay that explains how the theme of the story is shown through the 
characters and how the theme of the poem is shown through the speaker. Include 
specific details from the story and the poem to support your essay.

 Identify theme based on details and summarize

 Refer to text to help explain specific details and inferences

 Describe in depth character, setting, events (support with specific details)

 Vocabulary – Determine word meaning – understand allusions to mythology (archetypal 
character, classic themes)

 Explain difference in genres (poems, dramas, stories/novels), recognizing structural 
differences

 Compare and contrast Point of View (First, Second and Third person)

 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics, patterns of events in 
different types of literature from different cultures



Grade 5:

The stories titled IDA B and Moon Over Manifest both include events that did not happen 
exactly how the narrators expected them to happen. Write an essay describing how each 
narrator’s point of view influenced how these events are described. Be sure to use 
details from both stories. 

 Determine theme based on characters responses or speaker’s reflection, summarize

 Quote accurately from text when explaining and making inferences

 Compare character, setting, events using specific details (ex: character interaction, 
impact on setting)

 Vocabulary – Determine word meaning in context, figurative langauge (specifically 
similes and metaphors)

 Explain how the structural components of a piece of literature work together to create 
the whole (chapters, scenes, stanzas, episodes)

 Describe how Point of View influences description of events

 Compare and contrast the way in which similar story types approach similar themes



Grade 6:

You have read the passage from Boy’s Life  and “Emancipation: A Life Fable.” Write an 
essay that identifies a similar theme in each text and compares and contrasts the 
approaches each text uses to develop this theme. Be sure to support your response with 
evidence from both texts. 

 Determine theme and how it’s conveyed (analyze details of support), summarize without 
judgment

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis (what the author wants reader to see)

 Analyze character, setting, events and how each affects story’s outcome

 Vocabulary – determine meaning in context, figuartive, connotative – analyze impact on 
tone

 Analyze the way in which a structural element contributes to the development of theme, 
setting or plot (Author’s choice of presentation/intent)

 Explain how author develop the Point of View

 Compare and contrast the way in which different genres approach similar themes and 
topics 















Grade 4:  

 Understand concept that fractions are numbers

 Make sense of fractions through comparisons (Locate a fraction between 3/2 and 5/6)

 Demonstrate understanding of improper and equivalent mixed fractions (3/2 = 1 ½)

 Understand that 3/2 is larger than one whole and 5/6 is less than one whole





Grade 5: 

 Add fractions with unlike denominators 
using a visual fraction model or a number 
line

 Partition number line into twelve equal 
parts 

 Understand the complement of a fraction 





Grade 6:

 Find the area of a rectangle with fractional side lengths

 Multiply fractional side lengths to find areas of rectangles and 
represent fraction products as rectangular areas

 Graph points such as 3.5, 1

 Convert measurements within a given measurement system



http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/FractionModelFinal.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/FractionModelFinal.pdf






 Type Written Responses in ELA and Math

 Drag and Drop

 Shade Text

 Cut and Paste

 Use of Math Tools

 Use of On-Line Calculators (Grade 6)

 Graphing Tools







 Encourage your children to read both fiction and non-fiction

 Talk to your child about what they read

 Ask questions about what they are reading

 Ask about author’s presentation and/or techniques

 Practice computer skills 

 Practice math facts

 Have your child discuss the math problem out loud



 http://www.njsba.org/news/pdfs/parcc-
faq.pdf

 http://www.parcconline.org/

 http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents

 http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/

http://www.njsba.org/news/pdfs/parcc-faq.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents
http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/




Questions? 


